September 2009
Upcoming Dates:
October 5-14 – Distribution of Annual Meeting material to Owners
October 21 – Board Meeting
October 24 – Winds Newsletter deadline

November 4 – Annual Homeowners Meeting

President’s Notes – Bernie Feldman

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Board met Wednesday September 16, 2009 with a very long agenda which is typical as we prepare for the Annual meeting of the Homeowners on November 4, 2009.  Place that date on your Calendar and plan to attend.  We are most fortunate this year that four homeowners have agreed to be candidates for the open director positions.  The Board did approve the slate of candidates that include the following homeowners # 87 Ave Pearce, #134 Tom Daly, #152 Kurt Hinrickson, and #170 Lois Sweeney.  A short biography of each candidate will be included in the Annual meeting materials for your review along with the Committee reports and the material related to year 2010 budget.  The Annual meeting materials must be mailed between October 5th and October 14th 2009.   Look for the large manila envelope in your mailbox.  If you don’t receive an envelope on or before October 14th, please give me a call.  
While we are on the topic of the Annual Meeting, new Owners are reminded to file a current Certificate of Registration with the Association.  If you are Owners currently registered and the information on your Certificate of Registration has changed during the last year due to marriage, divorced, change of name, etc., please let me know and I will provide you with a new document. Please complete the document and return it to #193 Birnamwood or place in my box at #113.  If you are a new Owner in our community the Welcome Committee members will provide you with a Certificate of Registration in the Birnamwood Homes Association and explain the certificate to you.   Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.  Remember, only registered members receive the Annual Meeting Information and are eligible to attend and vote at the Annual Meeting. 

We will be preparing a new list of all Residents for 2010.  We will be adding the new owners who have recently moved to Birnamwood, but we also need to revise and update the information on current homeowners.  Many of us have discontinued our hard line and switched to cell phones, which means the current telephone listing includes some non- functioning phone numbers.   So please check your listing in the current Resident list dated 12/15/09 and if it needs updating please place the correct information (name and phone#) in #193, the Association Mailbox on the side of the garage.  This would also be a good time to include your e-mail address if you have become a “techie” and are willing to provide your e-mail address or it needs updating.

The Board approved the following contracts for work in Birnamwood this Fall: Minnesota Roadways for the sum of $1,432.50 to repair the asphalt that had to be removed when electrical circuits and a sewer line needed repairs; J and M Concrete and Waterproofing for the sum of $23,740.00 to repair and replace steps and sidewalks within Birnamwood; Scot Cates Homes Inspection Service for the sum of $5,100.00 to continue the inspection of homes that will be painted in year 2010.  The Board also approved the homes inspection program to be completed this Fall (October thru December) so that the inspections will not be impeded by snow and ice and will provide the Owners with more time to plan and budget for any needed repairs.  So if you see Scot Cates climbing around your Unit don’t hesitate to approach him and ask questions, he is very helpful.  In case you need a reminder the homes to be painted in 2010 are: #10 thru and including #20, #29 thru and including #50 and #127 thru and including #153.

The Comcast Agreement was approved by the Board of Directors that is the September 2009 version, our lawyer has reviewed the document and thinks it is consistent with the new FCC rules for Broadband Services.  We shall see if Comcast accepts our terms and requirements for this service agreement.  Hopefully our work is done and we will receive our reward - God Willing and Amen. 

The refurbishing of the garden area has been completed for this year.  More work is planned for next Spring to include additional tilling and fertilizing of the soil, spraying of the weeds and some extra clean-up and removal of debris and junk.  Kevin Sieben, Dick Phillips and his crew have done an excellent job.  Hopefully, next year even more gardeners will find their way back to the earth, whoops - better not say it that way, rather, let us say “working the dirt”.

The painting contract for this year is almost completed except for the touch-up phase.  See elsewhere in the Winds for information regarding necessary follow-up with Dave Jones or Jonathan Carlson.  The work on the pool and tennis courts is ongoing; Barb Piculell’s report elsewhere in the Winds includes more details.

The Board approved the 2010 Budget and voted to recommend to the Homeowners that no increase be requested for the maintenance assessment in 2010.  The Board recognized the economic realities that we all have experienced and the need to live within our budgets.  In addition, next year will be another year when many of our homeowners will have the additional burden of the painting assessment.   In view of these conditions, running a slight deficit budget with a savings account sufficient to cover unexpected exigencies, the Board decided we were not taking any extreme risks.
Finally, some good news is that we will have some new neighbors moving into #18, #175, #49 and #139.  This means Birnamwood is a very desirable place to live and in case you have some friends looking to relocate, the following homes are for sale: #15, #129, #135, #171 & #179.
A last reminder: place the Annual Meeting Date, Wednesday, November 4, 2009 on that Calendar of important events. 

Hopefully, you all have been enjoying the marvelous walking weather, the next tasks to enjoy are the changing tree colors and apple picking, that’s the advantage of Birnamwood we can enjoy, not rake, all those leaves!      
Treasurer’s Report – Donna Cooke
	September 15, 2009

	
	
	
	
	

	Balances:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Jul 31, 2009
	
	Aug 31, 2009

	
	Current Cash - Checking
	$108,726.17
	
	$122,116.58

	
	Current Cash - Savings
	$106,420.41
	
	$106,464.74

	
	Replacement Reserve Account
	$465,185.57
	
	$472,899.57

	
	Capital Improvement Fund
	$33,681.53
	
	$34,182.98

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Delinquent Account Analysis

	
	
	
	
	

	Past Due Accounts (1 to 3 mos. past due)
	Aug 15, 2009
	
	Sep 15, 2009

	
	Balance
	$2,779.15
	
	$4,578.23

	
	Number of Accounts
	12
	
	15

	Past Due Accounts (4+ mos. past due)

	
	Balance
	$11,287.04
	
	$10,925.19

	
	Number of Accounts
	8
	
	9

	Past Due Accounts (with legal)

	
	Balance
	$11,866.58
	
	$12,146.09

	
	Number of Accounts
	4
	
	4

	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTALS:
	$25,932.77
	
	$27,649.51

	
	
	24
	
	28


Home Maintenance – Jonathan Carlson
Another successful painting cycle is wrapping up.  By the time you read this, all units that were scheduled to be painted should be complete.  Thanks again to Dave Jones who coordinate this effort and make it run smoothly.   The following units are scheduled for painting in 2010:  10-20, 29-50, 95, and 127-153, which is a total of 61 units.  These units will be professionally inspected before the snow flies, and owners will be issued the reports that will specify any required repairs.   These repairs will need to be completed by the end of the spring of 2010 to enable the painting to start in the summer.  Given the economic times, we are trying to give as much notice to owners about repairs and painting given the extra expense they can create.
As a reminder, your trash and recycling bins need to be set out about 3 to 4 feet from your garage wall on pickup days.  This will ensure that overhang of back decks do not interfere with and/or get damaged by the automated pickup and emptying of the bins.
Recreation – Barbara Piculell
Pool 

The pool closed September 14th.  More work is being done on the drains and filters, so water is still in the pool until it can be tested.  Please make sure you keep your children away from the pool area as the workmen may leave the door open when they are hauling equipment in and out.  The fence between the adult pool and the kiddie pool has been scaled back to allow better visualization between the two pools.
Thanks to Eva and Marion Polakiewicz and Betty Murphy for all their hard work in keeping the pool running so well.  We also had some good pool workers this year, Nikki, Shelby and Jenna Sieben, Lauren and Teresa Digregorio and Megan Glockner.  Thanks, also, to Marge Struve who did a great job in taking the reservations for the pavilion. 

Tennis
The cracks in the tennis courts will be taken care of this spring as the winter is very hard on the courts and the surface.

Also, our new broom for the sport court is missing.  If you have borrowed it, please return it - Thank you.
Social

Twenty-five to 30 people enjoyed a beautiful fall evening at the pool closing party.  They dined on appetizers and played bingo.  Thanks Rita and Mary for the nice event.

The Holiday Party will be held at Mediterranean Cruise Café in Burnsville, on December 6.  The menu will consist of either beef, shrimp or chicken kabobs, rice, Greek salad and desert.  There will be a cash bar available.  We will have door prizes and belly dancers.  It should be a great time, so mark your calendars and watch for further information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADS

For Sale 
Dinning Room Chandelier - A scroll design and charming detail creates a soft look for an elegant chandelier:
Ivory finish, Six - 40-watt candelabra bulbs, 25”, High 20” Wide.
Price:  $50.00   Contact:  Mary Mertz at 952-736-3514
BIRNAMWOOD DIRECTORY

	Officers
	Office
	Unit#
	Home Phone
	Email 

	Bernie Feldman
	President
	113
	890-7396
	

	Terri Tharp
	Vice President
	108
	736-3767
	tharp@epi.umn.edu

	Donna Cooke
	Treasurer
	129
	707-8846
	cooke@comcast.net

	Sue Sandell
	Secretary
	102
	426-1146
	sue@urmmortgage.com

	
	
	
	
	

	Directors
	Liaison
	Unit #
	Home Phone
	Email

	Joe Carlisano
	Architectural
	51
	894-9194
	j.carlisano@comcast.net

	Barbara Piculell
	Recreation
	120
	890-5230
	bpiculell@comcast.net

	Richard Phillips
	Facilities
	73
	882-0379
	p51dman2@aol.com

	Kirk Johnson
	Grounds
	138
	612-743-8225 (cell)
	captainabbey@yahoo.com

	Jonathan Carlson
	Home Maintenance
	145
	984-5554
	jon_carlson@cargill.com

	Sue Sandell
	Welcome
	102
	426-1146
	sue@urmmortgage.com

	
	
	
	
	

	Chairperson
	Committee
	Unit #
	Home Phone
	Email

	
	Architectural
	
	
	

	Gary Streich

Terry Sarazin
	Grounds
	80
	707-1102
	terrysarazin@aol.com

	
	Social/Welcome
	
	
	

	Dave Jones
	Security
	130
	890-5539
	davejones66@cs.com

	Dave Jones
	Birnamwood Website
	130
	890-5539
	davejones66@cs.com

	
	
	
	
	

	“The Winds”
	Duty
	Unit #
	Home Phone
	Email

	Lucia Hickman
	Editor
	64
	895-3626
	lah3636@aol.com

	Kent Greiner
	Distribution List
	204
	808-7580
	1947kjg@usfamily.net

	
	
	
	
	

	Neighborhood Watch Block Captains

	Name
	Unit #
	Phone
	Unit Coverage
	

	Carol Moe
	33
	890-7954
	Units 10-20 & 29-50
	

	Gary Streich
	28
	890-9132
	Units 21-59
	

	Shirley Holden
	71
	894-4393
	Units 60-94
	

	Jane Hixon
	121
	894-7589
	Units 95-126
	

	Barb Lager
	215
	882-8171
	Units 199-216
	

	Dave Jones
	130
	890-5539
	Units 127-135, 217-234 & Tennis Court
	

	
	
	
	Units 136-153; 154-198 & Swimming Pool & Paddle Court
	

	Official Association Notices

Association Monthly Fees - are due on the first of each month.  Send payments to F&N Management Services – 

4980 Dodd Road, Eagan, MN  55123.  Phone Number: 651-423-1011.

Architectural Stipulation – any change, alteration, addition or replacement made to a townhouse exterior must be recommended by the Architectural Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.  All homeowners are required to comply with these requirements.

Applications for Exterior Changes – must be submitted no later than the 20th of the month to be acted upon by the Architectural Committee and placed on the Board’s agenda for the next monthly meeting...

FHA & HUD ID# for Birnamwood – NDF1
Birnamwood Website – birnamwoodhomes.org









