OCTOBER 2009
REMINDER:
ANNUAL HOMEOWNERS MEETING
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2009   7:00 P.M.
BURNSVILLE CITY HALL
CIVIC CENTER DR.
BURNSVILLE, MINNESOTA
Upcoming Dates:

November 4 – Annual Homeowners Meeting – 7 pm
November 12 – Board Meeting

November 14 – Winds Deadline

President’s Notes – Bernie Feldman

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Annual Meeting information was distributed to all Homeowners of record within the time-frame required by our governing documents.  If you have not received the packet of information please contact me ASAP at 952-890-7396.  If you are not able to attend the meeting in person, you may still contribute to the quorum required to hold the meeting by either using the Mail-In-Ballot option included in the Annual Meeting Packet or give your Proxy to a Board member or another Homeowner you know will be attending the meeting.  Remember, to hold the Annual Meeting we need a quorum of 112 registered voters.  The Board did approve a door prize of 1-month waiver of the maintenance fee.  So come and try your luck!
The Board authorized the expenditure of $1,790.00 to repair the retaining wall on the side of #173.  Unfortunately the timbers of this wall were so rotted the contractor was unwilling to replace the steps that were next to the wall and also required replacement, thus the extra expense. 
The Board was pleased to hear that with some additional re-plumbing the water exchange in the pool was increased to meet the required standard.  So we will be ready to go, when it is time for the next season and the related state inspection.  Thanks to the work of Northernaire and our Pool Staff.
The Comcast service agreement was approved by the Board with the condition that our legal consultant completes a final review and approval of the document.  This agreement allows the Comcast Company access to the Birnamwood property to maintain, repair and replace their cable wring system to provide Broadband service to our Community.  The term of the agreement is 10 years so long as Comcast maintains their service franchise with the City of Burnsville.  The extended negotiation between Comcast and the Board of Directors was necessary to ensure that the Association’s rights were protected.  As part of the agreement when Comcast does work on Birnamwood grounds, the Company will be required to submit their plan to the Association for review, negotiation if necessary, and approval prior to the start of the work.  In addition, any disturbance of the landscape must be described in the work plan and approved by the Association before the work is started.  All costs for maintaining Broadband service in Birnamwood will be at the expense of Comcast.  The preceding description is a very bare bone summary.  Anyone who is interested to review the agreement, once the final form is completed, can contact Bernie Feldman.
Jonathan Carlson reported to the Board that the Painting program has been completed for this year.  One more year folks and then the cycle will be complete.  The contract with Scot Cates for the inspection of the Homes to be painted in 2010 has been signed.  Hopefully if the rain ceases, and we experience some fair weather, you will see Scot doing the inspections.
Some of you may have observed Steve of S&R Roofing finishing the remaining repairs to the skylights that occurred during the July 2008 wind & hail storm.  Finally, the work has been completed.
The Board decided to remain with American Family as our Insurance Provider for next year.  The overall premium is $74,683.00 approximately a $1500.00 increase over last year.  The workmen’s compensation insurance policy usually less than $300.00 is not included in the above stated total.  See Terri Tharp’s report elsewhere in this issue of the Winds.  Each Homeowner will receive a letter related to the insurance program for next year once the specific details are completed.  The insurance assessment for your unit will be included in the letter.  The amount of the assessment will be included on the maintenance bill you receive at the end of November which is due and payable in December.

The homes for sale in Birnamwood reported in the September Winds included a couple of errors.  The correct information regarding Units for sale in Birnamwood is the following: #29, #135, and #171.   Homes recently sold are #18, #49, #139, and #175.  

The Social Committee has been busy planning for the Annual Holiday Dinner at the Mediterranean Cruise Café scheduled on Sunday, December 6, 2009.  A flyer with details was placed in your mailbox, so get it on your calendar.  If you have not received a flyer, contact Rita Gutenkauf.

This will be my last President’s Report in the Winds.  It is amazing how rapidly the last 5 years as part of the Board of Directors have passed.  However, as I stop to think about the many interesting and at times challenging issues and tasks we have worked on as part of the Board; it seems as if it should have been much longer.  The really great part of participating on the Board is the opportunity to meet with and learn about the many marvelous people in our Community.  The list of thank you would require the remaining space in this issue of the Winds, thus suffice to say: “Many Thanks for your support and assistance through the years.  It has truly been an honor and a privilege to be on the Board of Directors”.

Happy Halloween, Enjoy the candy!  Well maybe not too much. 

Treasurer’s Report – Donna Cooke
	Balances:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Aug 31, 2009
	
	Sep 30, 2009

	
	Current Cash - Checking
	$122,116.58
	
	$114,212.93

	
	Current Cash - Savings
	$106,464.74
	
	$106,499.75

	
	Replacement Reserve Account
	$472,899.57
	
	$480,633.19

	
	Capital Improvement Fund
	$34,182.98
	
	$34,684.41

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	DELINQUENT ACCOUNT ANALYSIS

	
	
	
	
	

	Past Due Accounts (1 to 3 mos. past due)
	Sep 15, 2009
	
	Oct 15, 2009

	
	Balance
	$4,578.23
	
	$5,246.23

	
	Number of Accounts
	15
	
	12

	Past Due Accounts (4+ mos. past due)
	
	
	

	
	Balance
	$10,925.19
	
	$8,643.09

	
	Number of Accounts
	9
	
	7

	Past Due Accounts (with legal)
	
	
	

	
	Balance
	$12,146.09
	
	$11,550.60


Treasurer’s Report – Donna Cooke - Continued

Delinquent Association Dues:
	
	
	
	Unit
	
	

	
	Name
	
	No.
	
	Amount

	
	Deborah Dahlk
	
	14
	
	 $    1,541.44 

	
	Patricia Bundy
	
	24
	
	            25.50 

	
	Thomas Paciorck
	
	45
	
	          504.24 

	
	Rita Burwell
	
	53
	
	          476.75 

	
	Jeff Hanto
	
	57
	
	          346.00 

	
	Steven Harper
	
	65
	
	       1,100.75 

	
	Ann Hearnen
	
	66
	
	          305.25 

	
	Colleen O'Connell-Diaz
	
	88
	
	       1,618.03 

	
	Julie Schiesser
	
	89
	
	       1,540.75 

	
	Chris Lindeman
	
	95
	
	              0.75 

	
	Brad Robinson
	
	97
	
	          529.48 

	
	Charles Shoquist
	
	98
	
	          580.85 

	
	Damion Frelix
	
	101
	
	       4,248.45 

	
	Patrick Reynolds
	
	112
	
	       1,164.26 

	
	Rachel Meyers
	
	128
	
	       1,098.58 

	
	Tony Zierman
	
	153
	
	       5,533.55 

	
	Alan Straight
	
	169
	
	       1,435.69 

	
	James Leffetman
	
	175
	
	          175.00 

	
	Daniel Zegar
	
	179
	
	          172.75 

	
	Barbara North
	
	196
	
	              0.50 

	
	Cindy Berres
	
	207
	
	          431.42 

	
	Dawn Davis
	
	228
	
	          946.19 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	
	 $  23,776.18 


Vice President’s Report – Theresa Tharp

Re: Insurance

Quotes for BHA insurance were received from American Family and Midwest Family. American Family resubmitted a revised quote that reflected a 3% premium increase over last year.  The two quotes were compared, and the Board accepted American Family's quote at a total premium of $74,683 with no change in coverage.

Pets

Occasionally, I hear from a Birnamwood resident about concerns related to a dog¹s excessive barking.  Though our doors and windows are mostly closed these days and sounds are muffled, this could be a great time to explore training or other strategies for working with your dog if you have a breed that loves to bark.

Barking is as natural as eating to a dog and serves a useful purpose.  Dogs bark to communicate a number of things. They may see something that is invading or threatening their territory and bark as a warning; they may be responding to prey (e.g. a squirrel); or they may be excited, fearful, or bored.  Praising your dog for alerting you to an invader (good or bad) is a positive thing.  Dogs can be trained to recognize and respond to a phrase like, ³Good boy (or girl), now that¹s enough.  If barking persists, you could try separating or distracting your dog from whatever it is that has triggered the barking.  You might consider seeking a trainer¹s help with teaching your dog to know when to stop barking.  Your vet may also have some helpful suggestions or strategies to employ.  Lots of training, love, and playtime should help you find a reasonable solution coupled at times with closing doors and windows to limit your neighbors¹ exposure to any bouts of excessive barking, and please do NOT leave your dog unattended on your deck.  Good luck with training and any other positive strategies you choose to employ!
Grounds Report – Gary Streich
Fall is here again and it’s time to winterize.  Birnamwood’s hoses and sprinklers have been picked up and stored for the winter. If you haven’t drained and taken in your hose, it’s time to do so not.  Shut off outside faucets and drain them to avoid problems and plumbing bills in the spring.
When you winterize you deck and dispose of flowers, tomatoes, etc., you should put the vegetation, roots and dirt in a paper compost bag (not plastic) and set it out by the sign post at the end of your driveway for pickup.

Compost does not include the flower pots.  The plastic, wood, wire and pottery pots should be disposed of in you regular garbage can.  Please do not dump pots in the woods.  Although they are biodegradable, those root masses can lie for ears before finally rotting away.  We would rather not look at mounds of roots that would accumulate within a few years if that practice continued.

During the third week of October, all eight (8) of our irrigation systems were winterized.

Within the next few weeks, we will start our annual program to remove any tree branches or large bushes that may be touching roofs or decks.
Recreation – Barbara Piculell
Social:

Please be sure to return your reservations for the Holiday Party either to Mary Mertz at the Annual Meeting on November 4th or before November 28th to Rita Gutenkauf.  It should be a very entertaining evening!
BIRNAMWOOD DIRECTORY

	Officers
	Office
	Unit#
	Home Phone
	Email 

	Bernie Feldman
	President
	113
	890-7396
	

	Terri Tharp
	Vice President
	108
	736-3767
	tharp@epi.umn.edu

	Donna Cooke
	Treasurer
	129
	707-8846
	cooke@comcast.net

	Sue Sandell
	Secretary
	102
	426-1146
	sue@urmmortgage.com

	
	
	
	
	

	Directors
	Liaison
	Unit #
	Home Phone
	Email

	Joe Carlisano
	Architectural
	51
	894-9194
	j.carlisano@comcast.net

	Barbara Piculell
	Recreation
	120
	890-5230
	bpiculell@comcast.net

	Richard Phillips
	Facilities
	73
	882-0379
	p51dman2@aol.com

	Kirk Johnson
	Grounds
	138
	612-743-8225 (cell)
	captainabbey@yahoo.com

	Jonathan Carlson
	Home Maintenance
	145
	984-5554
	jon_carlson@cargill.com

	Sue Sandell
	Welcome
	102
	426-1146
	sue@urmmortgage.com

	
	
	
	
	

	Chairperson
	Committee
	Unit #
	Home Phone
	Email

	
	Architectural
	
	
	

	Gary Streich

Terry Sarazin
	Grounds
	80
	707-1102
	terrysarazin@aol.com

	
	Social/Welcome
	
	
	

	Dave Jones
	Security
	130
	890-5539
	davejones66@cs.com

	Dave Jones
	Birnamwood Website
	130
	890-5539
	davejones66@cs.com

	
	
	
	
	

	“The Winds”
	Duty
	Unit #
	Home Phone
	Email

	Lucia Hickman
	Editor
	64
	895-3626
	lah3636@aol.com

	Kent Greiner
	Distribution List
	204
	808-7580
	1947kjg@usfamily.net

	
	
	
	
	

	Neighborhood Watch Block Captains

	Name
	Unit #
	Phone
	Unit Coverage
	

	Carol Moe
	33
	890-7954
	Units 10-20 & 29-50
	

	Gary Streich
	28
	890-9132
	Units 21-59
	

	Shirley Holden
	71
	894-4393
	Units 60-94
	

	Jane Hixon
	121
	894-7589
	Units 95-126
	

	Barb Lager
	215
	882-8171
	Units 199-216
	

	Dave Jones
	130
	890-5539
	Units 127-135, 217-234 & Tennis Court
	

	
	
	
	Units 136-153; 154-198 & Swimming Pool & Paddle Court
	

	Official Association Notices

Association Monthly Fees - are due on the first of each month.  Send payments to F&N Management Services – 

4980 Dodd Road, Eagan, MN  55123.  Phone Number: 651-423-1011.

Architectural Stipulation – any change, alteration, addition or replacement made to a townhouse exterior must be recommended by the Architectural Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.  All homeowners are required to comply with these requirements.

Applications for Exterior Changes – must be submitted no later than the 20th of the month to be acted upon by the Architectural Committee and placed on the Board’s agenda for the next monthly meeting...

FHA & HUD ID# for Birnamwood – NDF1
Birnamwood Website – birnamwoodhomes.org









