
The Board of Directors met 
on Wednesday, June 15, 
2011.  We had another full 
agenda and extended meet-
ing.  The Board approved 
several expenditures for ser-
vices and products.  The first 
was to accept the Minnesota 
Roadways bid of $940.00, for 
repair of several paved areas 
that were removed to repair 
a break in the water line and 
to replace underground elec-
trical wiring.  In addition, a 
couple of areas within 
Birnamwood have had ero-

sion of driveway surfaces 
and sink holes have ap-
peared.   

The Board authorized the 
expenditure of funds not to 
exceed $450.00 for the pur-
chase of Publisher@ and 
Microsoft Word@ Computer 
software for the Winds Edi-
tor and Co-Editor.  Ann has 
been using borrowed soft-
ware to complete the 
monthly newsletter.  The 
Board decided we needed to 
provide the necessary tools 
for Ann and Susie to com-
plete their work for the Asso-
ciation. 

Jo Carlisano presented a 
design for upgrading the 
pavilion at the Pool. Glynn 
Neumann, who was one of 
the original architects in 
designing Birnamwood, 
worked with Jo to plan and 
design the upgrade of the 
pavilion.  Two bids for the 
work were presented.  The 
Board accepted the lower bid 
and authorized the expendi-
ture of funds not to exceed 
$8,000.00.  This amount will 
allow for the purchase of a 
microwave, refrigerator, new 
locked cabinets and recon-
figuration of the sink and 
electrical outlets.  The Asso-
ciation received another cash 
donation from an Owner, 
who was unable to partici-
pate in Pride day, she asked 
that the money be used to 
help upgrade the Pavilion.  
Many thanks Carol and Pam 
for your kind words along 
with the donations. 

Members of our Community 
have been making very good 
use of the pavilion area for 
their family celebrations and 
social events.  We are hope-
ful this remodel of the area 
will make it even more con-
venient and useful for both 
the Association social events 
as well as those of the Resi-
dents.  The scheduled re-
model is expected to be com-
pleted by July 16, 2011,  the 
date of the Family Picnic and 
Social.  You will be hearing 
more about this social event 

in the coming days.  Talking 
about the pavilion reminds 
me that Marge Struve has 
passed the pavilion reserva-
tion duties to Bev Carlisano.  
Bev’s number is 952- 894-
9194.  As many of you know 
Marge and Bill Struve have 
sold their home in Birnam-
wood and will be moving to a 
Senior Residence not to far 
from Birnamwood.  Thanks 
Marge and Bill for all your 
contributions to the Birnam-
wood Community.  We hope 
you will return to visit us 
often. 

The Board has started the 
work of reviewing vendor 
contracts for the coming 
year, 2012.  A review of the 
Association Insurance Pro-
gram for Birnamwood will 
also begin.  As part of this 
process we have also started 
talking with companies who 
provide accounting services.  
As you recall our contract for 
accounting services with the 
Gassen Company is for one 
year only.  We will be imple-
menting the bidding process 
with interested companies.  
As preparation for that proc-
ess, we have started talking 
with a sample of potential 
providers who will give us a 
sense of the available range 
of services and related costs.   

This nicely leads to the 
scheduled Listening Sessions 
for the various populations 
who live in Birnamwood.  
(Continued, Page2) 
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Calendar of Events: 
 
• June 23: Board Listening 

Session for Single Residents 

@ Pool Pavilion from 6:30-

8pm.  

Food/Drink Provided 

• July 13: Board Listening Ses-

sion for Couples 

• July 16: Birnamwood Family 

Picnic and Pool Party @ Pool 

Pavilion 

• July 20: Board Meeting 

• August 10: Board Listening 

Session for Families with Chil-

dren 

• September: Elko Speedway  

sponsored by the Social Com-

mittee 
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In lieu of the Annual Survey the Board 
has scheduled 3 listening sessions.  The 
first will be this Thursday, June 23, 
2011 for the Single Residents in 
Birnamwood.   A flyer for the event was 
placed in the mailboxes of that group.  
The Board would really like to hear 
from you, regarding your concerns and 
or the issues you might have com-
mented about in the survey.  If we 
missed your mailbox please come, and 
let us hear from you.   We will have 
refreshments and one of my concerns 
was what to do with all the goodies if no
-one shows up?  The Board members 
had a very good solution, that being, to 
schedule the sessions the evening  be-
fore the Board meetings, and then just 
bring the leftovers to the meeting.  
They were sure they could handle them.  
The Listening Session for Couples is 
scheduled for July 13, 2011.   The Lis-

tening Session for Families with Chil-
dren is scheduled for August 10, 2011.   

Reserve these dates and plan to attend, 
We really want to hear from you.  When 
the Board members must make deci-
sions for the benefit of Birnamwood it is 
very helpful to be able to 
include the information re-
ceived from Owners as part 
of that decision making proc-
ess.  
The sale of units in Birnam-
wood seem to be fast and 
furious, purchase agree-
ments are in place for Units  
#26, #45, #94, #98, #116, #131,& #149.  

Units currently for sale include #25, 
#46, #163, #166 & #207. 

Happy Father’s Day to all the Dads in 
Birnamwood, it will be a little late, but 
still very important.  I am sure all of us 
have very fond memories of our Fa-

thers.  A favorite of mine is the dancing 
lessons.  My Pop taught all 6 of his 
daughters to dance the waltz to the 
music of Johann Strauss.   He could 

glide across the dance floor better 
than Fred Astaire.   My wish for all you 
Dads in Birnamwood is to take some 
time to make some happy, joy filled 
memories with your loved ones.    

Summer is coming, so are the Straw-
berries, and the 4th of July is about a 
week away.   Times to Enjoy!! 

name or Unit number on it. If you don't 
want to spade it over yourself, Kevin 
will do it with his rototiller, after the 
bulk of the weeds are removed.  

The deer fence that was knocked 
down by the fallen tree last year has 
been repaired and the water tank is 
full and in operation.  

We got a late start this year on the gar-
den area, but there are 
still some plots avail-
able. If you want one of 
the plots, go up to the 
garden and claim one of 
the weed covered plots, 
pull the majority of the 
big weeds and put your 

The combo lock will soon be back on the 
gate and the combination is the last 

three numbers of our ZIP code, 
337.  

Facility Report: Dick Phillips 

We have a new neighbor, 
Fawn Ganong Unit #94, 
welcome to Birnamwood 
Fawn!   

President’s Report Continued 
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We’re on the Web! 

birnamwood homes.org 

Treasurers Report: Dave Jones 
Financial Account Details 

Delinquent Accounts 

 

Actions/Issues 

1. American Century Invest-
ments, $9190.11 has been 
transferred from this account 
to our pool maintenance ac-
count, for the work that was 
completed this spring. 

2. The Roof Insulation / Ice Dam 
paper has been peer reviewed, 
and approved by the Burnsville 
Building Inspection personnel. 
It has been posted on our web 
site-follow the link under 
‘Documents’ 



Planting and landscaping 
around the new entrance sign 
is now complete for the sum-
mer. It was done based on 
recommendations from a 
consultant from Linder's. 
Thanks to Janet Sadlack, Rita 

Gutenkauf, and Jane Neilsen for 
their good work. Mums will be 
placed in the planter this fall. 
Thanks to Barb Piculell for hav-
ing the new sign erected.  

The Grounds Committee is con-
tracting with Linder's for planting 

in the pool area near the handball court.  

The Committee has reviewed and ap-
proved several proposals from homeown-
ers to plant/landscape in front of their 
houses. All such projects need Commit-
tee approval before they are begun.  

Grounds Report: Terry Sarazin 

installed.   

AF:  Is a resident wants to hire you for 
landscaping, can they do that? 

KS: Yes, if  you are looking to hire 
someone to help landscape the front of 
your unit, I can be reached at 
952.836.5713 

AF: Have you ever lived in Birnam-
wood? 

KS: I have not, but my mother-in-law 
has a unit.  My father-in-law started 
me here with buckthorn removal 20 
years ago here when it was completely 
overgrown.  Since then, I’ve been add-
ing more equipment and doing more 
jobs.  I listen to residents as I work for 

You may see a white truck around 
Birnamwood a few days a week with a 
friendly face not far away.  This is 
Kevin Sieben.  Following is my inter-
view with Kevin: 

AF: What type of jobs do you do around 
Birnamwood? 

KS:  I do it all!  (He smiles.) I cut buck-
thorn and plant other shrubs to help 
keep the privacy  for homeowners.  I  
also trim small trees ,trim shrubs, tear 
out dead trees, mow and maintain 
grounds around the pool, clean and 
groom wooded areas, plant trees and 
various landscaping projects.  I also  
landscaped the area on the south side of 
the pool around the bench that was 

all the residents here and try to do eve-
rything I can to make everyone happy.  
Living here myself someday is not out 
of the question.  I love Birnamwood. 

AF: If you haven’t met Kevin, introduce 
yourself the next time you walk by him.  
He’s always happy to say hello. 

Spotlight: Kevin Sieben, Kevin’s Landscaping 

and Ave Pearce. Finally, a special 
thank you to Betty Goodman and 
Ave Pearce for their help on the 
committee.  

teers. First I would like to thank 
Tom Logan and Gary Streich for 
putting up and taking down the 
large entry sign. Second I would 
like to thank the volunteers that 
worked the entrance handing out 
fliers, Terry Sarazin, Bev Beck-
man, Ruth VanGuilder, Pete Tuff, 
Judy Burmeister, Nancy Grimes, 
Del Hickman, Faye Kuhn, Kent 
Griener(2 shifts), Betty Goodman 

Saturday June 11 was a nice cool 
sunny day, good day for a garage 
sale. The success of the day is in 
part to the help from many volun-

Thank You Note to Volunteers: Beth Torteson 

Garage sale participants if you have any 
questions, comments and/or suggestions 
concerning the garage sale please 
contact Beth Torstenson at 890-4349 
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Editor Note: Trades Directory 
The Birnamwood Trades & Services Directory is being updated.  If you have any comments on contractors in the 
Trades Directory or if you would like someone added or removed, please email me at afassbender@zoho.com.  I will 
be updating the directory this month. 

In Memory of Paul Bjornlie  
We were saddened to hear of the death of Paul Bjornlie and wish to extend our sincere condolences to Sue Sandell 
and their extended family. Sue and Paul have lived at #102 Birnamwood for several years. Paul passed away at 
home on June 2, 2011. A memorial service was held on June 6th for family and friends. Sue served as the Secretary 
of the Board of Directors from 2006 through 2009. We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

From the Editor:  A BIG thank you 
to Beth for always organizing the 
sale.  Great job!  If you haven’t at-
tended the sale, Friday night is al-
ways fun to grab a cold drink and 
walk around to the sales and meet 
your neighbors. Thanks again Beth!!! 



Association Monthly Fees - Due 1st of 
month. Send payments made out to Birnamwood 
Home Association to: Gassen Company,  PO 
Box 466, Chaska MN 55318-0466  Include your 
acct number (300 followed by your unit #)  Gas-
sen Contact:: Jodie Woodrow 952.253.4914  

Architectural Stipulation – any change, 
alteration, addition or replacement made to a 
townhouse exterior must be recommended by 
the Architectural Committee and approved by the 
Board of Directors.  All homeowners are required 
to comply with these requirements. 
Applications for Exterior Changes – must be 
submitted no later than the 20th of the month to 
be acted upon by the Architectural Committee 
and placed on the Board’s agenda for the next 
monthly meeting... 

FHA & HUD ID# for Birnamwood – 
NDF1 

Birnamwood Directory 
Officer Office Unit# Home Phone Email 

Bernie Feldman President 113 952-890-7396 feldm001@tc.umn.edu 

Tom Logan Vice President 206 952-890-7096 tllogan@gmail.com 

Dave Jones Treasurer 130 952-890-5539 dave.jones66@gmail.com 

Tom Daly Secretary 134 952-994-4312 tommer2000@comcast.net 

Directors Liason Unit# Home Phone Email 

Kurt Hinrichsen Architectural 152 952-454-6895 khinrich3@gmail.com 

Joe Carlisano Recreation/Social 51 952-894-9194 j.carlisano@Q.com 

Richard Phillips Facilities 73 952-882-0379 p51dman2@aol.com 

Kirk Johnson Grounds 138 612-743-8225 captainabbey@yahoo.com 

Jonathan Carlson Home Maintenance 145 952-984-5554 jon_carlson@cargill.com 

Tom Daly Welcome 134 952-994-4312 tommer2000@comcast.net 

Chairperson Committee Unit# Home Phone Email 

Dave Piculell Architectural 120 952-890-5230 dpiculell@yahoo.com 

Terry Sarazin Grounds 80 952-707-1102 terrysarazin@gmail.com 

Dave Jones Security 130 952-890-5539 dave.jones66@gmail.com 

Dave Jones Birnamwood Website 130 952-890-5539 dave.jones66@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch Duty Unit # Home Phone Units Covered 

Carol Moe Block Captain 33 952-890-7954 Units 10 - 20 

Gary Streich Block Captain 28 952-890-9132 Units 21 - 59 

Shirley Holden Block Captain 71 952-894-4393 Units 60 - 94 

Jane Hixon Block Captain 121 952-894-7589 Units 95-198 

Barb Lager Block Captain 215 952-882-8171 Units 199 - 216 

Dave Jones Block Captain 130 952-890-5539 Units 127-198,Tennis Courts, PoolPaddle Court 

The Winds-Ann Fassbender Editor   Email: afassbender@zoho.com 

The Winds-Kent Greiner Distribution 204 952-808-7580 1947kjg@usfamily.net 

Editors Notes:  Your comments and sug-
gestions are welcome. Email:  

afassbender@zoho.com   

If you would like to view the Winds 
online you will find the current and    
archived issues at birnamwoodhomes.org   

Search ‘Birnamwood 
Homes’  


